THE
ESOTERIC TRADITION
G. de PURUCKER

Volume II

THEOSOPHICAL UNIVERSITY PRESS
PoiNT LoMA, CALIFORNIA

1940

THEOSOPHICAL UNIVERSITY PRESS
POINT LOMA, CALIFORNIA

CoPYRIGHT BY

G.

DE PuRUCKER,

1935

SECOND EDITION

Printed in the United States of America

CONTENTS OF VOLUME II
CHAPTER

XIX

REIMBODIMENT AS TAUGHT THROUGH THE AGES-

I ____ ____ page 593

Pre-existence, Reimbodiment , Rebirth, Palingenesis, Transmigration, Metempsychosis, R eincarnation, and Metensomatosis, defined and described .
The relation of the Reimbodying Ego to the above. 'Coming anew
into life,' a universa l teaching. Skeptics powerless to disprove Rebirth.
The Egyptians, metempsychosal reincarnation, and Herodotus. Why did
the Egyptians mummify their dead? The origin of the Egyptians. Tlze
Encyclopaedia Britannica and Metempsychosis: a correction. Josephus,
the Pharisees, and Reincarnation. The Universal System and Philo
Judaeus.

CHAPTER

XX

REIMBODIMENT AS TAUGHT THROUGH THE AGES-

II ------ page 620

Disappearance of the doctrine of Reimbodiment in the sixth century.
Scattered groups who retained it: Albigenses, Cathari, Bogomils. Doctrine taught among earliest Christians as illustrated by citations from
Origen, Jerome , and Clement. Hints as to the doctrine of Reimbodiment
found in the Bible. Later believers in some form of metempsychosal reimbodiment: Giordano Bruno, van Helmont, Swedenborg, Goethe, Lessing, H erder. Illustrations of modern conceptions and misconceptions
of the doctrine. The doctrine of Reimbodiment as given in the Orphic
teachings.

CHAPTER

How

XXI

MAN rs BoRN AND REBORN-

I -------------- --·------ ------- page 64 7

The causes of rebirth. Love, a great re-uniting power from life to life.
The impersonal Eros of the Cosmos. The greater reunion at the end of
the Manvantara. The power of thought in building our future destiny
on Earth. Reincarnation explains what becomes of unexhausted energies
generated in earth-life. What is heredity? Sex not a radical thing. Explanation of the ego's entrance into male or female body. The Theosophical conception of marriage. Hate as well as love, a great magnetic
power. 'Not remembering past lives' no argument against Reincarnation.

vi
CHAPTER

XXII

How J\.1AN Is BoRN AND REBORN-

II------------------------------ page 673

How character is builded. Sorrow and suffering, proofs of Nature's compassionate heart. What it is that reincarnates. Law concerning length
of devachanic period. Why we need a devachanic rest. Renunciation of
the devachanic rest and shortening of that period possible. The devachanic type of character here on Earth. Unusual cases considered: death
of small children; premature death in adult life: by disease, by violence;
suicides, congenital idiots. Reincarnation of animals. Man becomes
whatever he longs for. Reimbodiment, the doctrine of another chance.

CHAPTER

XXIII

'LIFE,' IN FACT AND IN THEORY-

I -------------------------------- page 705

Nineteenth century materialism : an era of contradictions. The Mahatma
Letters to A. P. Sinnett gives insight into the nature of that era. Twentieth century has seen a change in outlook. Western theological and scientific meaning of 'life.' 'Life' and 'death' are two processes. The doctrine of Swabhava. Explanation of the term 'Monadic Ray.' The 'new
man' the karman of the 'old man.' 'Life' and 'death' inextricably interwoven.

CHAPTER
'LIFE' IN FACT AND IN THEORY-

XXIV
II -------------------------------- page 728

Life not an 'entity' separate from matter. Theories of the Mechanists
and Vitalists. Animism. No gulf between matter and spirit. Table of
radiations of various frequencies illustrating gradual mergence of ethereal
substance into material substance. What is Life per se? Beginnings and
endings are dreams of illusion. Nature in continual birth. Death merely
a sloughing off of vehicles. What death will be for us in the future.
Death and sleep are one. The source of our essential life is the Divine
Monad.

CHAPTER

XXV

THE AsTRAL LIGHT AND THE LIFE-AToMs-

I---------------- page 751

Immobility impossible in the Universe. Dissolution inevitable to all compounded beings. No permanent individuals to be found in bodies. The
astral worlds. The nature of the physical body. Explanation of radioactivity in the mineral world. The constitution of Globe D, our Earth.

vii
Peregrinations of the life-atoms in a human physical body during earthlife. Analogy of this process with the after-death peregrinations of the
life-atoms. Death and other subjects as taught in the Mystery-Schools.
The Seven Principles of Man as taught by the Romans and by the Greeks.
The relation of the Seven Principles of Man to the Cosmic Principles.
Greek and Roman teachings regarding the Underworld.

CHAPTER

XXVI

THE AsTRAL LIGHT AND THE LIFE-AToMs-

II ................ page 770

Cause of death from the vehicular standpoint. Peregrination of the physical life-atoms after death. Life-atoms on every plane of man's being.
Journeys of the astral life-atoms after death. Difference between the
Linga-sarira and the Kama-rupa. Fate of the Kama-rupa of man after
death. Our responsibility in connexion with the life-atoms of our various
bodies. Description of the picking up of bodies on return of Ego into
earth-life. Explanation of the Christian dogma of the 'resurrection of the
body.' Every vehicle a 'mode' of consciousness. Circulations of the lifeatoms in the Cosmos.

CHAPTER
DEATH -

XXVII

AND AFTER: A STUDY oF CoNSCIOUSNESS

- I page 796

The consciousness-side of the after-death states. A discussion of the subject of consciousness. The 'I am' consciousness and the 'I am I' consciousness in man. The Sutratman or Thread-Self. Plato's teaching of
Anamnesis. The unfolding of consciousness in earth-life. The cause of
physical death from the standpoint of consciousness. The 'dreams' of
the Devachan. The panoramic view of the past life at the moment of
death. Description of the destiny of the intermediate nature after death.
Description of the Kama-loka. The opportunities which old age brings.

CHAPTER

XXVIII

DEATH- AND AFTER: A STUDY OF CoNsCIOUSNESS

-II page 819

The Radiance of the Reincarnating Ego: what it is and its destiny after
the death of the body. The identity of sleep and death. The nature of
dreams. Study of consciousness. The seven states of human consciousness: four main divisions defined. Advice to those who watch at a deathbed.

viii
CHAPTER XXIX
THE CIRcULATIONs OF THE CosMos -- ---- -- ---- ----- ------- -- --------

page 839

The ancient science of Astrology: what its teachings comprised. The
status of modern Astrology. The mystic numbers 4, 3, 2. Esoteric hints
in lines from Vergil's Georgics. Ranges of consciousness of the various
monads in man. The eternal peregrinations of the Monad. The Seven
Sacred Planets in relation to the peregrinations of the Monad. The vital
currents in the cosmic organism. Facts about the Mithraic teachings.
Explanations of the two kinds of Outer Rounds. Trish!).a or 'thirst' for
earth-life. Deductions to be drawn from the Theosophical teachings
about death and the after-death states.

CHAPTER XXX
BIRTH AND BEFORE BIRTH ---- --------- --- -- ------- -- ----- ------ ------- ---

page 8 79

The garments or veils evolved by the Monad. The relation of a human
parent to the genealogical stream which follows him. Relation between
the peregrinations of the Monad and the stay of the Reincarnating Ego
in the Devachan. More detailed description of the return of the Reincarnating Ego into earth-life. The inter-atomic and intra-atomic ethers.
The sacred mystery of birth. What is protoplasm? The constitution of
the germ-cell. The aura: a psycho-magnetic-electric atmosphere. Kinetic
and dormant life-atoms. More about the mysteries of birth.

CHAPTER XXXI
GREAT SAGES AND THEIR PLACE IN THE CosMIC HIERARCHY -------- ----- --- ---- ----- --- --- ----- ---- -· ------ --- -- ---- --- ----- -------

page 911

Who and what the great Sages are. Guides and protectors of the human
race. Explanation of various names given to them. Legends concerning
them. Their natural 'powers.' The true nature of 'miracles.' The rationale of human perfectibility. The graduated scale of beings from elementals to gods. · The fundamental unity of all classes of beings. The
doctrine of the Silent Watcher, the spiritual Hierarch of our Globe.

CHAPTER XXXII
PNEUMATOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY: MYSTERIES OF MAN's INNER
NATURE- I ---- ---- -- --- --- ----- -- ------- ------- ----- -- -- ---- ----- -------

page 945

The Christian doctrine of spirit, soul, and body. Esoteric teaching of man
as sevenfold (or tenfold) being. The sevenfold division of the Universe.
Man builded of elements drawn from the cosmic reservoir. Man as a

IX

host of monads. Man as a threefold entity. The nature of true psychology and of pneumatology. The 'I am' and the 'I am I' in man. The
normal and abnormal interactive functioning of 'spirit,' 'soul,' and 'body.'
Cases of supernormal activity of the Upper Duad. The great Teachers
as willing human instruments of a spiritual Essence.

CHAPTER XXXIII
PNEUMATOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY: MYSTERIES OF MAN'S INNER
NATURE- II ----- ----- ---------- -- ---------------- -------------- --------

page 981

Human beings divisible into three general classes. The status of the
intermediate or psychological part of the constitution in these three
classes. The 'Voice of Conscience.' Intuition, Inspiration, and Genius,
explained. Avataras and the mystery of their existence. Connexion between Jesus, Sankaracharya, and the Buddha. Minor Avataras. The
Messenger an Avatara of a kind: H. P. Blavatsky an instance. The destiny of the 'I am I' consciousness. The emanational unfolding of man's
sevenfold being follows universal plan. How union with the divinity
within may be begun and continued to a glorious consummation.

CHAPTER XXXIV
GREAT SEERS VERSUS VISIONARIES ------------- --·- -·-----------------

page 1009

What constitutes a Seer? The status of the visionary or semi-mystic.
The source of his 'visions.' The Astral Light: its characteristics, its illusions, its dangers. Denizens of the astral world. The spiritual Seer and
the Akasa. Why visionaries often mislead. Where the Masters of Wisdom live and why there. How one may distinguish between the Seer and
the visionary. Two main tests of the true Teacher: universality of teaching, and inner virtue. Some visionaries of superior type. Why the Seer is
a spiritual Teacher. The purpose of training and initiation. Minor initiations. Explanations of 'angels' and other 'visitants' from higher realms.
Two authentic sources of knowledge available to the spiritual Teacher.

CHAPTER XXXV
THE EsoTERIC ScHOOLS ·- ---- ----------------------------------------------

page 1044

The age of the Mystery-Schools. The nature of the Atlantean Race.
The Mystery-Schools as the seats of learning in ancient times. The degeneration of the Mystery-Schools. Initiated Roman Emperors. Training in chelaship. Prophetic writings depicting the approach of spiritual
darkness: Second Epistle of Peter, Vish1Ju-Pur{i:~;ta, Hermetic writings.
Cyclic appearances of Teachers or their Messengers. How the Teachers

X

of mankind work. The present existence of the Mystery-Schools. The
Occult Succession or Hermetic Chain of Teachers. The stuff of which
disciples are made.

CHAPTER
POSTSCRIPT:

XXXVI

SOME MISUNDERSTOOD TEACHINGS OF THE

MYSTERIES ------------ ---------------------- ------------------ ----- ---- -

page 10 79

Mystery-Schools the foci of spiritual light. Intimate connexion between
the cosmic cycles and man's life on Earth. The story of Jesus a mysterytale. Interpretation of the story of Jesus' entering Jerusalem on an ass
and the foal of an ass. Meaning of the Epiphany. When did Jesus really
live? The aureole, nimbus, aura, etc. Christianity a syncretistic system.
Early identity of Jesus with the 'Sol Invictus.' Ancient customs and beliefs in regard to the Winter-Solstice festival. Interpretation of the
dogma of the Virgin Birth. Significance of the legend of the Three Magi.

